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'4' the croup oo b The sindy 1 sitmated i Disteict Chamarajnayior in Semthern State of
The st wses the pervmal warvatie: methed 10 give a wolee 1o women s persper five
b the phcnomynon of tansiton of women prior to oining SHGS o beiny empewered  The vartows
mosions of coponermont sich ay Eeomomic. Soce-cultwral Interpersonad and Political dimensions are
fdied Ao o credi cam help womeon by enabling them 1o start and expand sl businesses often
wcampamed hemarker access The women ovpenieneed feelingy of frevdom, strength, self-tdentity and
ey mdancls of confidonce amd self-stoem Bestdes, involvement i SHGs has enabled women to
by @ velce i the commmity affairs and they have heen able to tackle problems and have gained power
v decoion makmg m e howscholds Thowgh women hardly mvolve themselves in- politics, thetr
peartipaiton m SHGS has altered them and these women have realized the importance and the right 1o
volc wathowt bemg mfluenced - anvone Some of the recommendations for a way Jorward include
providing a comvereence of mputs. enswring a proactive mvolvement of women in the program, changing
soctal norms and porceptions and anchoring with wider movements of social change
Kevwords: SHGs Dillages. awareness building, Monthly savings, Training, Social Capttal
Introduction:-

\'tllage women mn the tarpet villages have limited formal cducation, and many arc literate. As
repards the financial status of the people, they are poor, and they do not have any savings 1o mect any
planncd or emergency needs. Whenever they need funds, the villagers bank on two sources of loans -
hanks and mancy leaders

The villagers and women in particular do not understand the burcaucratic working of banks and
the claborate paper work imvolved in loan application. They also do not have any capacity o provide
collateral or assets 1o pledge against the bank loans. In majority of cases, the villagers need small amount
of foans for immediate requirements, and are not sure when exactly they can repay the loan Banks, by their
very constitution and nature of business find it difficult 1o provide loans 1o such customers, unless they
have some kind of collateral or guaranice of repayment. Moncy lenders, who are locally based, know the
local villagers, and are willing to take more risk , and grant loans with or without any collatcral - However
_the explont the illiterate and helpless villagers, and charge exorbitant rates, and seize morigaged items if
anv. in case of default in 10 repayment of loan. In most cases villagers pledge their family jewellery |
silver utensils, sarees . farm land etc. The helpless villagers are in no position to fight with the money
lenders who are influential and politically connected.

Concepts of SHGs :

Sell Help Groups (SHGs) SHG is defined as a volunlary group valuing personal interactions and mutual
aid 25 o means of altering or ameliorating the problems perceived as alierable, pressing and personal by
most of its participants.2 These groups are voluntary associations of people formed 1o attain certain
collective gaals that could be economic, social or both. The origin of SHGs is from the Grameen Bank of
Bangladesh, which was founded by Mohammed Yunus. SHGs were started and formed in 1975 In India
NABARD had initiated in 1986-87. Bul the real effort was taken after 1991-92 from the linkage of SHGs
with the banks. A SHG is a small economically homogencous aflinity group of the rural poor voluntanly
coming together 10 save small amount regularly, which are deposited in a common fund to meet members
emergency needs and to provide collateral free loans decided by the group. They have been recogmized as
useful 100l 1o help the poor and as an allemative mechanism 1o meet the urgent credit needs ol poor
through thrifi. SHGs enhance the equality of stalws of women as participants, decision-makers and
beneficiaries 1n the democratic, economic, social and cultural spheres of life.3 The basic principles of the
SHGs are group approach, mutual trust, organization of small and manageable groups, group cohesiveness,
sprit of thrifl, demand based lending, collateral free, women friendly loan, peer group pressure i
repayment, skill traning capacity burlding and empowennent. There are 3 maodels of credit linkage ol
SHGs with banks that exist in India- Model |- SHGs [puned and financed by banks
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i - ," A e world v vecond- fastet growing major ceomomy, with an average annual Gross

o "GDPY e owth rate of $ 8 pereent for the past two decades India’s largest service indusir
st S pereonn ot the country s GDP while the mdusirial and agricultural sector contribute 29 percent
ML nareent respeciively Agricudtural iy the predominant occupation in India, accounting for about 60

tompiament T semace sector makes up a further 28 percent and industrial sector aroumd 12
comployvmeny

evoon 0 h
2 ndia o hane ox Perienced many changes in the last fow decades. The changes in the rural economy and
s dmironment were angeered by a fow major revolution and interventions such as. the efforis of Ceniral

Government through various schemes Jor rural development and poverty alleviation. The green
ton an the agriculture sector The white revolution in the diary sector The introduction of Non-
Lernmont Organization (NGOs) in the development sector Rural and Micro finance, Formation of WWomen
N Help Group (SHGs) Introduction of Information and Communication Technology (ICT).
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Lavwords GDP Corporate Scctor Semvicd Sectar, Poverty, Green revolution, NGOs

1. INTRODUCTION

2212ad s one of the 35 administrative districts of Maharashira located in the south-western part of the state.
Map No. 5.2y The district was renamed afler Raigad fort which was the former capital of Chatrapati Shivaji
\Maharay. The Distrnict head Quarter of Raigad District is Alibug. Alibug is situated on the western coast of
=iz and on the shor of Arabian Sea. Raigad has Approximately 240 km of coastline in the west.

The district is geographically subdivided into three parts as follows:
ty The Sea Coast

2y The Central Belt
3} The hilly arcas of Sahyadri range

Such involvement of the corporate sector in rural areas is a new dimension to rural development initiatives. All
nolicy makers agree that promation of entrepreneurship and employment generation in rural areas can bring
zbout rural development. It is believed that corporate sector can play a significant role in this direction by
caricipating in promoting rural health, education and women empowerment. Role of Corporates in
zommunity and rural development is an issue being debated and discussed by representatives of industrial and
Tnancial sectors. public policy experts, representatives of development sector, member of academia at both
nanonal as well as international levels.

Corporates are being increasingly viewed as a catalyst to supplement the government's efforts for rural
Jevelopment. There are wide ranging opinions among stake holders on the role of corporate sector in rural
development. The need for a proper clarity on the method and nature of corporate intervention in rural areas
has been felt for quite some time. In the past Corporate activities in rural areas have been mostly limited 1o
donations for various causes such as social functions, free {ood, free housing, free water, electricity supply or
supporting in calamities such as floods, famine and epidemic.

In the present study briefly of the role played by a few select corporates in rural development in the two to
three decades is carried out. This is followed by an objective analysis of the RIL-NMD's Community
Development activities in a few villages near Nagothane area Taluka Roha of Raigad District of Maharashtra.
Through the study an attempt is made 1o provide information on the relative merits and demerits of their work
and to suggest the most feasible options for rural development. The study is also an endeavor to identify how a
collaborative effort of corporate, NGOs and government can increase the pace of rural development
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Abstract

In this paper the rescarcher focus on Technological advancements have revolitionized the library
services i digital eras Libraries on the web have become more competent and confident in terms of
resouree management and digitalization, Information societies are seckiny information in digital format,
theretore, hibrary services depends upon skilled professionals, Library plays vital role in data acquisition,
storage, analysis, mterpretation and dissemination of information among the library users. This Article has
brought out opportunity to learn recent technological advancements in order to maximize the usage of
lhibrary resources and services in worldwide lockdown and pandemic situations prevailing in the country
This article will provide an overview on preventive measures and current trends in libranies to play
proactive role in the present and post pandemic situation.
Keyword: COVID =19, Online services, ¢ resources, pandemic,Ask the Librarian,
Introduction
In Indha. the first case of corona virus was reported on January 27, 2020 in Kerala.. Subsequently, cases of
COVID-19 appeared all over the country. Consequently, all academic institutions and libraries were closed
from March 17, 2020 and afier 22™ March 2020 Indian Prime minister declare National Lockdown (Janta
Curfew) The students were banned from entry in the educational institutions and they were vacated from
hostels. The COVID-19 pandemic has changed virtually every aspect of our lives almost overnight. There
1S an uncertainty, and no onc knows how long the COVID-19 crisis will last. Therefore, the educational
institutions have started online engagements such as classes and assignments for students. The UGC asked
the universities and institutions of higher education to outline a plan of online teaching and online
interaction as soon as possible to avoid risk of losing an academic year. UGC has assisted the universities
in arranging software for online classes, the internet connection packages, curation of online materials,
training of faculty members, building a data repository, providing guidance on quality enhancement, and
setting up and adapting monitoring and evaluation systems. In terms of online classes, UGC and
universitics has issued guidelines for online readiness and identified eight factors such as university’s
management system, the course itself, the faculty members, the library or resource bank, the technological
infrastructure, the readiness of the students, the evaluation system and the laboratory system. one of the
worst hit countries and the educational institutions are still closed. In response to the nation wide lockdown
during March and April 2020,the school education sector was quick enough to shift its whole affair to
online platform than the higher education sector in India(Wadia,2020).Perhaps the timing and duration of
the initial decision to close educational institutions in India is one of the reasons behind this. As per the
academic calendar in most of the higher education institutions class room teaching was almost over and
examinations were about to start. However considering the rapidly evolving situation of the pandemic, the
apex body of the higher education system of India, the University Grants Commission(UGC ).decided 1o
canccl all the examinations except the terminal semester/final years and directed to complete it by end of
September 2020(University Grants Commission, 2020).But the sudden developments of lockdown and
shutdown for almost six months have forced dislocation of many students leaving them with lack of course
matcrials 10 prepare for the examinations. This situation challenged the ways academic libraries used to
function. The suspension of in-person services and loss of access 1o physical collections at the instimtions’
Iibraries has left the students, faculty and library professionals with consideration of adopting the
technology which is the only way out 1o resilience the challenging time. In fact library professionals have
demonstrated their skifls, empathy and flexibility during lockdown to respond to the rapidly evolving
situation. And in such €ircumstances the website is an essential and dynamic platform to connect and serve
the targeted users. But technology cannot do this alone.In this unique and urgent situation the role of
library professionals especially of premier technological institutions is very crucial to make their users
aware about the facilities and services provided by them. The LIS protessional responded to the COVID-

19 crisis and staned planning o support ondine education and o get connected with faculty members and
students. However, public libranes in India lack resources, facilities and information and communication
technologies 10 operate in the prevailing situation

Key findings for libraries during/After Covid 19 Pandemic

e The COVID-19 pandemic reinforeed and accelerated trends in hibrary investments toward digital
resources and services,
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